Watson Lancer – 2009
Extemp Round One – International

Speaker One – Round One
Will the runoff cement Karzai’s position in Afghanistan?

Will Nigeria peace moves with militants be enough to spark foreign investment in the country?

Will Obama's ‘Sudan Policy’ hurt his effectiveness in Africa?

Speaker Two – Round One
Will ousted President Manuel Zelaya be reinstated?

Will the AU’s invitation Sudanese leader Omar al-Beshir prompt action from the global community?

Will Asia’s recovery mean the end of global economic policy coordination?

Speaker Three – Round One
Are current international efforts enough to stop a swine flu pandemic?
Will the Berlusconi - Putin summit hasten the South Stream pipeline?

Does China’s deal with Guinea show they are now the major outside player in Africa?

Speaker Four – Round One
Is Mexico winning its war on drugs?
Does the Singapore Summit signal to a new era of cooperation between the two Koreas? 
Has the US pursuit of al-Qaida strengthened the Taliban?

Speaker Five – Round One
Will the Pakistani operation in Waziristan dislodge Taliban strongholds?

Does the militant attack on the Somalian President foretell a new wave of attacks?

Will the US “lip service” comments about Israel in the UN lead to a new round of negotiations?

Speaker Six – Round One
Will Israel’s opposition to Iran’s nuclear draft plan gain support?

Will China's booming consumer demand re-ignite the global economy?
Will India and China's climate-change pact boost their bargaining power at the Copenhagen talks?

Speaker Seven – Round One

Will NATO be able to continue to meet the Afghanistan challenge?

Can the US help East Africa's drought-affected areas?

Will the new US restrictions on military aid to Pakistan, harm our fragile alliance?

Watson Lancer – 2009
Extemp Round Two – Economy

Speaker One – Round Two
What is the best way to solve the unemployment problem in America?

Will the jobless recovery hurt Democrats in the midterm elections?

Does David Cameron need to be more specific about his plans to cut Britain’s deficit?

Speaker Two – Round Two
Does the Federal Reserve need to raise interest rates?

Do recent Stock Market gains signal an end is in sight?

What can the federal government do to make its spending more transparent to the public?

Speaker Three – Round Two
Due to its economic problems, should the U.S. cut foreign aid?

Can American businesses be weaned from government support?

What can rescue the Michigan economy?

Speaker Four – Round Two
Why are AIG employees getting yet another round of bonuses?

What should the federal government do to help U. S. homebuyers?

Are the U.S. and China beginning a trade war?

Speaker Five – Round Two
Is the recent decline in unemployment a victory for Obama?

What should be done to help stabilize banking in the United States?

Has federal stimulus money had a significant impact on public education?

Speaker Six – Round Two
Is the global recession over?

Does Bernanke deserve another term?

What can be done to rescue the California economy?

Watson Lancer – 2009
Extemp Round Three – Domestic

Speaker One – Round Three
If the U.S. were to copy a nation’s healthcare system who should it be?

How can the U.S. military increase the mental health of its troops?

Can Tim Pawlenty win back the White House for the GOP in 2012?

Speaker Two – Round Three
Does healthcare legislation need to do more to restrict access by illegal immigrants?

Is VP Biden an asset or hindrance to President Obama?  

What impact has Justice Sotomayor had on the Supreme Court?

Speaker Three – Round Three
What must the federal government due in order to prevent rising Medicare premiums?

Are early prison release programs bad for the crime rate?

Should Democrats force Charlie Rangel to give up his chairmanship?
Speaker Four – Round Three
Are attempts at a bipartisan solution to healthcare futile?

Is the material support law unconstitutional?

Should the U.S. move to a 4-day school week?

Speaker Five – Round Three
Is the public option dead?

What can California do to improve the management of its water supply?

Should Microsoft offer free Windows upgrades?

Speaker Six – Round Three
How can the Democrats get the necessary votes on healthcare reform?

Has environmentalism overrun common sense in California?

Is David Patraeus the new Eisenhower?
Watson Lancer – 2009
Extemp Finals – People in the News

Speaker One – Final Round 
Will Michelle Obama be able to take advantage of her popularity to advance her husband’s agenda?

Can Ben Bernanke get Congress to enact his proposed reforms?

Will Radovan Karadzic be able to postpone the inevitable?

Speaker Two – Final Round 
Will continued problems erode Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s power base?

What does Eric Holder’s announcement mean for medical marijuana in California?

Will Julius Genachowski be able to shepherd Net Neutrality regulations to completion?
Speaker Three – Final Round 
Should Obama have accepted the Nobel Prize?

Will Sarah Palin’s endorsement of Doug Hoffman hurt her chances in 2012?  

Will Jose "Pepe" Mujica be able to overcome his past and become Uraguay’s President?

Speaker Four – Final Round 
Has Kerry replaced Clinton as de facto Secretary of State?

Does the decline of support for Hugo Chavez's foretell the beginning of the end for him?

Will Meg Whitman be able to win over the voters of California?

Speaker Five – Final Round 
Will the restrictions imposed by Kenneth Feinberg create a brain drain on Wall Street?
Will Cheney’s attacks have an indirect influence on the administration’s plans?

Will US efforts be enough to take down Semion Mogilevich?

Speaker Six – Final Round 
Will Nancy Peolsi bear the brunt if the public option fails?

Will NATO endorsement of General Stanley McChrystal’s request be the tipping point?

Does Jean Sarozky’s withdrawal come too late to repair the damage to his father?

Speaker Seven – Final Round 

Will Harry Reid’s “opt-out” gamble pay off?

Will Tim Kaine be able to successfully guide the Democrats through the midterm elections?
Who will be the winner in the Roman Polanski debacle?

